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Once suggested they seemed to the great majority
of men irresistible. Of course, there were critics of the
proposal. It was said with strange irrelevancy, as racial dis-
tinctions are to have no meaning in the British Empire,
that as the Secretary of State was a Jew it would be intoler-
able for the Viceroy to be also a Jew. This argument carried
no weight beyond a very small circle. General opinion
regarded Lord Reading as probably the most suitable public
man available at that moment for so high, distinguished,
and, it must be added, difficult an office.

There remained the question whether he would accept the
post. This was a matter of health and strength. He had
turned sixty, and, although the climate of India had been
divested of much of its terrors for elderly persons, Lord
Reading had never impressed his friends with the idea that
he was particularly robust. Lord Reading, it is true, was
not very anxious about himself, but he was a little appre-
hensive about his wife's health and as'to whether the Indian
climate would agree with her. It was only when these fears
were allayed that he notified his willingness to accept.

Before the end of the year 1920, it was an open secret that
Lord Reading was to be the new Viceroy, but it was not till
6th January, 1921, that the official announcement of his
appointment appeared in the papers. With characteristic
thoroughness the Viceroy Designate then took up the study of
the subj ects with which he would have to deal. A room at the
India Office was set aside for his use. He read and examined
an immense number of books, he was furnished with precis of
the most important reports, he received a schedule of burn-
ing questions, the Political Department initiated him into
the secrets of the diplomacy which goes on unceasingly
within as well as without the natural frontier of India, and
finally he received -the visits and listened to the views of
everyone, Indian and British, who had the smallest right
to speak on the affairs of the Peninsula. The interval
before the date fixed for his departure was brief, little more
than two months, but he devoted himself with his accustomed
energy and assiduity to the study of the vast and intricate
subject of the administration of India. This intensive study